NEW GOVERNMENT FOB THE
INTBODUGTION
IT may safely be assumed that few are satisfied with the Actual present situation in politics or, indeed, with the whole f angcis' social outlook. Reasons for anxiety, always present, if sometimes disguised, may bo summed up as follows: the dangerous rivalry of interests, sectional conflict, a landless people, an aggrieved industrial proletariate, professional statesmen, threatened retirement of a still influential and trusted class from public business, premiums on official and expert services, disappearance of gratuitous duties issuing out of tho life of average citizens, ubiquitous distrust of direct consultation of the people, deadlock of government by equally-divided parties, increasing use of coercion, and complete decay of moral force in the State. To these symptoms of a thoroughly unhealthy condition may bo added tho universal lack of respect towards Authority, of which a striking instance has perhaps been the immediate incentive to the writer of this essay.
It is suggested in the following pages that while the Kv real character of our complex nation remains sound, all public and political influences, methods and vocabulary are alike demoralizing- An entirely false view is given by the insincere rancour of party spirit, Friendly intercourse between the classes is still the rale in actual life; but we may easily drift into civil war some day, because